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1. The Sixth Assembly of Partners of Global Water Partnership West Africa (GWP/WA) organized by the GWP Regional Secretariat in collaboration with the Ministry of energy, Oil Exploration, Mining, Water and Renewable Energy, and the Country Water Partnership of Benin, was held on 7th-8th May 2015 in the conference room of Benin Royal Hotel in Cotonou, Benin Republic. The Assembly of Partners is a statutory meeting of GWP Network in West Africa; it was held under the theme "Africa and the post-2015 development challenges: What role for partnerships in the context of climate change? »
The objectives set for the Assembly of Partners (AP) were to:

· Present and approve the moral report of the Chair;

· Present and approve the 2014 progress and financial reports and the 2015 Work Plan, including the core programme, Mekrou, WACDEP and IDMP projects;
· Update the bodies through the renewal of their members.
And referring to the ongoing sustainable development Goals process, to:

· Enable some networks including young parliamentarian networks and CWPs to assess their contribution to sustainable development;

· Enable development partners to introduce their particular water sector sustainable development support strategy;

· Share with partners the ongoing initiatives in the region and discuss the best strategies to draw the maximum benefits for countries;

· Share experience across various partners.
2. The opening ceremony was chaired by the Minister of Energy, Oil Exploration, Mining, Water and Renewable Energy, Mr. Barthélemy Kassa, attended by the Executive Secretary of GWPO, Rudolph Cleveringa, the Chair of GWP-WA, Prof. Abel AFOUDA and the Chair of CWP Benin, André Toupé.
3. This 6th Assembly of Partners was attended by former GWP-WA Chairs (Mr. Athanase Compaoré and Mr. Madiodio NIASSE), the General Director of the International Office of Water (OIEau) and Permanent Secretary of the International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO), Jean François DONZIER, the General Director of the French Water Partnership Mr. Philipe Guettier, the Representative of the African Network of Basin Organizations (ANBO), the SITWA Project coordinator, the Chairs of Country Water Partnerships from Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d'Ivoire, Niger, and Senegal, the Vice Chair of Mali CWP, the vice chair of Ghana CWP, a delegate of Nigeria CWP; members of the Steering Committee and of the Technical Committee, a delegate of GWP Central Africa, of the Africa Chair and delegates of the World Youth Parliament for Water (WYPW) and representatives of regional partner organizations (2IE, IUCN) and the media of Benin. 
The list of participants is attached in Annex 1.

The opening ceremony was punctuated by the speeches delivered by the Chair of the Country Water Partnership of Benin, Mr. André Toupé, the Chair of GWP-WA, Pr. AFOUDA Abel, the Executive Secretary of GWP, Mr. Rudolph Cleveringa, and the opening speech of the Minister delivered by the Executive Assistant of the Minister.

4. In his speech, Mr. André Toupé, Chair of the CWP/Benin welcomed all participants. He expressed the satisfaction of the CWP for choosing Benin to host the Assembly of Partners. He ended by wishing participants good works and a good stay in Benin.

5. The Chair of GWP-WA, Professor AFOUDA, on behalf of GWP-WA and on his own, expressed the wishes for the good progress of the proceedings. He thanked Benin for organizing the Assembly of Partners. Prof. AFOUDA recalled some major challenges towards the MDGs and that could not be achieved in Africa in the water sector. He said that Africa is a continent undergoing climate change and all kinds of disasters for a long time and that this situation is likely to persist. He drew the attention of professionals and policy makers on the need to give water its central role in sustainable development.

6. Mr. Rudolph Cleveringa, in his speech, recalled the important work of GWP in IWRM over twenty (20) years. He noted the significance of finding or strengthening strategic partnerships.

7. In his opening speech the Minister -through his Executive Assistance- addressed a warm welcome to all participants at the AP before expressing the pleasure to host GWP meetings in Benin. The Minister recalled the major global and regional meetings that marked the concepts of sustainable development including IWRM (RIO, Ouagadougou). He noted the efforts made in the framework of the MDGs and challenges for SDGs. He noted that "While the 6th Water Forum held in Marseille in 2012 highlighted the need to identify appropriate solutions to the various challenges related to water, the recently ended 7th forum in South Korea stressed the need to move to effective implementation of the solutions identified. This is to make water the base of sustainable development by dedicating to it one of the goals of the Post-2015 development Agenda." He added that "For Benin, it is clear that there is no other credible alternative than recognizing the central role of water in sustainable development and giving it the place it deserves in the Post-2015 development agenda."
8. Subsequently, work continued through debates in four (4) panels:

a. Panel 1: The role of networks in the post-crisis reconstruction;
b. Panel 2: The role of networks in the global dialogue for sustainable development;

c. Panel 3: The role of the youth in development; and
d. Panel 4: Role of networks for the sustainable management of natural resources.
9. Experiences shared in panel 1 showed that the consequences of crises and disasters should not be seen only in terms of reconstruction but also recovery. Recovery include both physical and moral stabilization and rehabilitation. Reconstruction and recovery actions at all levels: individual, community, basin, government, and national levels.

10. Managing the consequences of natural or human disasters involves several institutions and it is therefore always necessary to identify both the real beneficiaries of the relief actions and stakeholder groups likely to enable immediate and organized actions for victims. The role of networks could be in the development of strategies, mechanisms to collect and provide information for effective decision making and interventions. The networks could also play a role in capacity building and sensitization of communities to better face disasters. In this context, all actors have a role to play and no actor should act alone, hence the need to establish a strong and strategic partnership after any disaster for better impact interventions through coordination.

11. In panel 2 on the role of networks in the global dialogue, it came out that the SDGs negotiation process is currently underway. There are no reliable indicators on water and the importance of data and the provision of information was noted. The countries do not have sufficient data and networks should be able to contribute in obtaining the data. The skills of all actors members of the network are important; hence the need to work vertically and horizontally. The post-2015 agenda should not only consist of a communication target. A work should be carried out to define relevant indicators by March 2016.

12. The discussions of the panel highlighted the need to work with delegates to negotiations so that each country commits to vote for a dedicated water component. Water stakeholders need to work together but they need also to work outside the water box as well. The Cotonou Appeal Statement was launched for a dedicated water goal in the post-2015 agenda with targets and a component on the adaptation under the agreement resulting from the COP 21, integrating a subsequent Water dimension and the necessary funding.

13. In panel 3 on the role of the youth in sustainable development, the panellists defined sustainable development before addressing the desire of young people to contribute to development despite the challenges of all kinds that they have to face as youth. They noted the support they receive from GWP as part of the development and implementation of water development projects. Young people wish to support decision makers in the fight against climate change and be catalysts for change in the field of water as part of the post 2015 agenda as the youth is the largest segment of the global population. The young parliamentarians with women will work together (women, girls, boys, men) towards the same objectives in fighting the adverse effects of climate change and for water security. An emphasis should be placed on rural women experiencing a lot of water availability problems related to domestic needs.
14. In Panel 4 on the role of networks in the sustainable management of natural resources, panellists made a number of observations. Low mobilization of investments is noted for the development in river basins having management authorities. There are still significant difficulties related to the collection, use and dissemination of data by the basin bodies’ observatories. The self-funding capacity of water partnerships and basin organizations can be strengthened through better use of community levies and payments of environmental services royalties at the national level. GWP must shift the speech to addressing current issues in order to attract both new members and funding. This is possible with effective consideration of global change.

15. The Assembly attended the presentations made by the First Adviser of the Embassy of the Netherlands in Benin, IUCN/PACO and the coordinator of SITWA project on ANBO.

16. As part of the statutory meeting, the Executive Secretary of GWP-WA, Mr. Dam MOGBANTE made a presentation on the state of implementation of recommendations from the 2013 Accra AP. All these recommendations have been implemented.

17. The presentation of the moral report of the Chair AFOUDA highlighted major activities and results achieved since the Accra partners’ meeting in May 2013. After discussions punctuated by congratulations and gratitude to the chair, the Assembly approved the report.

18. The report of the Technical Committee was presented by Professor Ezekiel LONGE, Chair of the TC. Despite the lack of resources, the Technical Committee was able to conduct some activities but it clearly came out of this presentation the need to raise more financial resources for better use by the CT in implementing the regional work program.

19. The 2014 annual report was presented by Mr. Sidi Coulibaly, Communications Manager. GWP-WA fully assumes its self-hosting despite some difficulties. A budget control strategy was developed. 2014 was the first year of implementation of the new strategy of GWP by 2020 and the 2014-2017 regional plan.

20. The financial and audit reports of 2014 presented by the Head of Administration & Finance, Mrs. YARO Aguiratou, highlighted a good level of financial implementation under stringent accounting rules.

21. The Mekrou Project Manager, Corneille AHOUANSOU, presented a summary of the main achievements of the three projects under implementation (WACDEP, IDMP and Mekrou). The implementation of these projects enabled to make recommendations for improving the implementation framework and conditions for both these projects and future ones.

22. Discussions on the content of these presentations enabled the Executive Secretary of GWP Mr. Rudolph CLEVRINGA to emphasize the role of the Country Water Partnerships (CWP). The discussion session on the possible impact of the results of panel discussions on the CWPs with CWP delegates from the region present in Cotonou was very rich. Some CWPs are very integrated into the National IWRM framework and carry out great activities. CWPs must be the "think tank" of IWRM in countries. As such, they must be able to question governments on national funds allocated to water issues but there is a need to work more to have more credibility and visibility.

23. The presentation on the GWP Strategy by 2020 and the 2014-2016 regional work plan, and the 2015 work plan and budget was made by Mr. Dam MOGBANTE, the Executive Secretary. He highlighted the three strategic goals, the vision and mission of GWP with the thematic areas before dealing with the regional priorities defined by the regional partners during the Accra AP in May 2013 that were used to develop the regional plan to implement the strategy for the next three years.

24. The report of the Steering Committee developed as a result of the meeting of 6 May 2015 sets forth 11 recommendations to Partners. Thus, upon the Committee's proposal, the Assembly of Partners approved the reappointment of Mr. Abel AFOUDA as Char of GWP/WA for a second and final term of 2 years, the renewal of the contract of Dam MOGBANTE as Executive Secretary for two years, the modification to Article 38 of the statutes of GWP-WA, the Membership of the Technical Committee /WA with Dr. Karidia SANON, Pr. HOUNTONDJI Fabien Charles Cossi, Dr. Julius AWOMESO Awonusi and Dr. Opoku-Ankomah Yaw as members of the Regional Technical Committee. The AP congratulated the outgoing members including Pr. Ezekiel Oladapo LONGE, Pr. Albert Bi Tié GOULA, Dr. Aly Badara PLEAH for services rendered to GWP/WA. The College 1 of the Steering Committee was renewed as follows: CWP Ghana replaces CWP Cote d’Ivoire, a governmental structure of Benin will be designated to replace the National Directorate of Hydraulics of Mali and a private sector institution of Cote d’Ivoire will be designated by the CWP to replace IDEV Consul in Senegal. The Partners approved IUCN and 2IE as permanent observers to the Steering Committee.
25. The Assembly also thanked the members of the Budget and Finance Committee namely Mr. NDRI Koffi, from CWP Cote d’Ivoire, Mr. Didier Zinzou from the Niger Basin Authority and Mrs. Mime Gaye Tacko/Diallo for the good work to conduct internal audit on behalf of GWP/WA.

26. An Appeal to the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) was made by the Assembly to allocate a greater role and more resources to water. 
27. Several votes of thanks were done on behalf of the authorities and people of Benin, Benin CWP, GWPO and its Executive Secretary, the outgoing members of the Steering Committee, and the outgoing members of the Technical Committee of GWP/WA, and tribute was paid to Mr. Hama Arba Diallo, late Chair of GWP/WA.

28. The closing ceremony of the Partners Meeting was chaired by the Chair of GWP-WA with former chairs Mr. NIASSE and Mr. Compaore who expressed their satisfaction for being invited to this Assembly of Partners. They both noted that there are enormous challenges ahead. They expressed their willingness to support the network with guidance in both their country of residence and at regional level.

29. As part of his closing remarks the Chair of Benin CWP expressed his joy to live happy moments and his satisfaction with the way the proceedings went. He wished all a safe journey to their respective homes.
30. The Executive Secretary of GWP, Mr. CLEVERINGA showed his gratitude to the Minister, the ES and the Chair of GWP-WA. He expressed his satisfaction for coming to the Assembly of Partners and attending panel discussions. He asserted that GWP is ready to welcome and support the water sector SDG actors. He promised full support from the Secretariat to the network.

31. Prof. AFOUDA showed gratitude to all participants including Honourable SOULEY, Executive Secretary of GWP and promised to take the necessary steps to put everything to the right level in GWP-WA. He thanked DONZIER and Guettier, former Presidents of GWP-WA. He invited new and former members of the Steering Committee and the Technical Committee to stay available to the network. He thanked and encouraged the young people to persevere.

Done at Cotonou, this 8th day of May, 2015

Signed by:

On behalf of Partners

Chair of GWP/WA
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